CHAPTER II
BOY AND MAN
" Please, sir, tell me still more," said the son,
" Be it so, my child," the father replied.
Upanishad.
RABINDRANATH TAGORE was born in Calcutta
in 1861, son of the Maharshi Devendranath
Tagore, who gave lustre to a name already
honoured throughout India. As for the sur-
name, changed familiarly over here into Tagore,
it is in the original " Thakur," which means
literally a god or a lord.1
He lost his mother when he was still a
child, and this loss meant a great deal to him,
It gave him a peculiar regret for the mother's
love, so sharply broken off in his experience;
and further, it threw him back upon the con-
solations to be had in that boyish communion
1 "You may hear a Bengal villager say at any time, (0 Thakur,
forgive me,'J>
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